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Republic, who was empowered by the constitution to
convoke it, did not do so.
His vague threats to resignl moreover were not sub-
mitted to me. How can they be reconciled with his attitude
of silence towards the Council, before whom no such
suggestion had ever been breathed ? On the other hand,
when I proposed to him several times during the war that
I should resign, M. Poincare always answered that if I
resigned he would go into retirement also.
As for the question of military control, which still
remains unfortunately very much to the fore, I do not
know what better could have been done by those who
consider the present arrangement inadequate. At the
moment we see it overborne on the insistence of England,
who found her own guarantees in the destruction of the
German navy at Scapa Flow, whilst on land the German
menace could by no possibility be directed against anyone
but us. We therefore find that we have given way on the
one issue where it was essential that we should stand firm.
We shall see the consequences.
CLEMEXCEAU : There is not a word in it that we can
change. It is correct, every bit of it. Poincare never
wanted to conduct himself like a President of the Republic
nor Foch like a soldier. One day Foch said to me :
* You know, I suppose, that, constitutionally, I am not
under your orders.'2
I answered:
* I feel very friendly towards you, but if there is one bit
of advice I can give you it is not to try that game on me.3
He was satisfied that I meant what I said.
1 M. Alexandra Varenne had just said, * There always remains to the Presi-
dent the right to resign.* M. Poincare answered: c In fact it is the one right that
remains to him, that of resigning. And for him it would certainly have been a
deliverance. If he did not resign it was because after having weighed the pros
and cons, after having conferred with the Presidents of the two Chambers and
Marshal Foch himself, he considered it his duty to remain in office.* (Sitting of the
Chamber, 23rd November, 1923.)
3 It was on ist October, 1918, that Marshal Foch made this statement